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HCBA division donates
to FHS trades program

By Richard Zowie

A donation from the Hill
Association's

y Division will
help a Fredericksburg. High
School department improve
isprogram.

Mortensen, execu-
ector of HCBA, and
Richard Laughin of Laughlin
Homes and Restoration (and
Wine Country Division presi-
dent) presented the $2,000
check last Thursday to
Fredericksburg_Independent
School District Supt. Dr. Eric
Wright.

e funds will be used for
the FHS Building Trades pro-
gram,

 Beiserng a program that
is multi-dimensional will help
t0 bring more students to the
program” Mortensen said.
“Our dollars will be used in
outreach, specialty equipment,
competitions and potentially

work study cost offsets for
employers”

Fundraising events began
last year and will continue
annually to support this pro-
fram,Mortensen added.

The wine country division
o is partering wilh the

 Trades program
1o estublish s Iocaion based
support. network for work
study, mentoring and general
trades school marketing.

Mortensen  added  that,
according to informal surveys
within HCBA, there is a one-
third shortfall in the trades

necded to meet existing new
construction and. lrmndrlmg

“Plumbers and. elect
ae speciialynecded, s wel
as more general carpentry
trades; she said.

Wright encouraged students
interested in the trades to con-
sider pursuing a field within it

possible profession.
it is an excellent opportu-

ans the trades.

nity for those wishing to learn
a skilled trade to make a great
living and give back to the
community via their specified
trade he said.

Wright added that the state
legislature had removed the
trades as  viable carcer path
when they required a *one size
fits all” curriculum that tried
1o point all students to a four-
year college degree

“With thr adoption of
House Bill 5, we now have
an_opportunity to_right the

ip; Wright said. “Therefore,
it is imperative that we make
students aware of the
‘opportunities that exist within

-4

The HCBA has more than
250 menbers and 3 yolun-
+ board consists of local
Totley Slatias Sioy
ers, contractors, rades, suppli-
ers and vendors.
‘more information, go to
wewhillcountrybuilders.org.



